
T H E  C E D A R S  O F  C H A P E L  H I L L   /   dece    m b er   2 0 2 5
THE  CEDARS  POST

David Bennett is an engineer-inventor 
with a career that revolved around 
making liquid-propane electronic 
fuel injection (LP-EFI) systems work 
in various vehicles.  He developed an 
interest in fuel systems in college and 
notes that at that time he “had the 
worst grades but the most (important) 
patents.” He went on to produce many 
more patents, had many productive 
years, loved solving problems, riding 
motorcycles and keeping track of the 
stock market. His journey, however, 
had to be recalibrated after he had 
a stroke in 2019 that left him with a 
right-side visual field loss and aphasia 
that made speaking and reading difficult. Many of us 
see him at The Cedars playing pool, in the gym, at the 
poker table, in the dining rooms, and know he’s sharp, 
good-humored, and game for a challenge.

David grew up around Pittsburgh, the eldest of 
three, where his early passions were cars, trucks, 
and taking things apart to see how they worked. He 
enrolled at General Motors Institute (now Kettering 
University) to study mechanical engineering, and this 
is where he began filing ideas focused on fuel systems. 
He also served in the Marine Corps Reserve, and after 
graduation he spent about five years in a GM division 
and then moved to Cummins, the diesel-engine com-
pany. In the early 1980s he headed to Los Angeles, 
where he married and raced motorcycles on weekends, 
a hobby of speed and grit that perfectly fit the engi-
neer who loved machines. There was then a move to 
the countryside outside Minneapolis, in a place called 
Lake Lillian, where he put down roots—with horses on 
the property, a once-abandoned high school converted 
to new use—and he built companies around an idea 
of: cleaner, smarter fuel delivery. David figured out 
how to make LP-EFI actually work on vehicles when 
others couldn’t. The result was a cluster of patents—
six on LP-EFI alone and roughly eighteen overall—and 
real-world fleet conversions, including work with 
Schwan’s, the national frozen-food delivery company. 

His systems often cost about half 
of competitors’, and they stayed in 
use for many years after he sold his 
stake.

Life brought more turns. David 
returned to Minneapolis, earned 
a master’s degree, and began PhD 
studies at the University of Minne-
sota. Around that time he met Mar-
cia Hanson, a highly accomplished 
banker with deep Midwestern ties. 
Together they traveled widely, kept 
a second home in Montana, and 
rode motorcycles in big-sky country. 
Marcia faced serious health chal-
lenges with remarkable grace—in-

cluding a kidney transplant made possible by a niece—
and the two took care of each other through thick and 
thin. In 2019, just shy of finishing his PhD, David had a 
stroke. He and Marcia moved to North Carolina to be 
near her family, and then they made their way to our 
community at The Cedars.

As many of you know, we lost Marcia in May 2025. 
David is on his own, and he has come a long way. His 
speech has improved, and he’ll tell you straight away: 
recovering language takes work, and the best therapy 
is using it—over meals, games, and easy conversations 
with neighbors. Family is close. His nephew, Charles 
(a lawyer from Dallas), helps with finances and paper-
work so David can focus on living well here. Ask David 
about his life and he won’t lead with awards or patents; 
he’ll tell you about solving problems, riding motorcy-
cles with Marcia, and, these days, the pleasure of a good 
movie from the ’50s or ’60s and football games. If you 
see David, ask him about liquid propane injection—or 
the best hook shot in a Pittsburgh driveway. He’s got 
stories worth hearing, a mind that still loves to tinker, 
and the generous spirit of a neighbor who’s very glad to 
be here.
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